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| SECURY INFORMATIY

AN CH KS OFF RELATIONS WITH PRELACY
/Nunbers in parentheses refer to appended sources_/

The Sourp Yerrortoutun Armenian Apostolie Chwrch of Fresno, Califar=
nia [ Dnshnak] , has severed its relationship with the Prelacy of Califore
nia and the central cxecutive committee of the Armimian Apostolie Chwreh
in protest against the diotatorial action of the prelacy in refusing to
approve Reverend Yeghishe Mechitarlan as minister,

This decision wae reachod by the unanimous vote of 217 qualified mem-
bers of the church at a Special membership meeting held on 28 September
1951, (1) The Sowrp Yerrortoutun Church had been claiming for some time
that the Prelacy of Californin and its officiale are the tools of the Come-
munist Party, and that they receilve their direction from Kevork VI, the Su=
preme Patriarch of the Armenian Apostolic Church, who is a prisoner of the
USSR and receives his orders from Moscows (2)s

The evente leading to this brealt may be outlined as follows: On 23
June, Sourp Yerrortoutun Church held a memberehip meeting under the chaire
manship of Reverend Sarkisian, temporary minister of the church, for the
pri mary purpose of electing & pastor. The meeting was conducted accerding
£0 the regulations of the Apostolic Church, and Reveredd Yeghlse Mechitari-
an was elected pastor by the vote of more than three fourths of the membership.
This declalon al' tha e.h‘\.'o.r.ch was forwarded to the Prelacy of California eand
.the Central E:Cecu'd.ve on ZhJuly. Aftér weltihg for 5 webkd for an “aniamey- .
from the Prelacy, the trustees of the church invited the newly elected pas-
tor 4o ecenduct mass on Saint Delparous Sunday and announced it in the news-
papers. The day before bthe scheduled service, a wire was recelved from
Archbishop Vartan Kasparian, acting Prelate of California, forbidding Re-
verend Yeghishe to officiate, "The frustees of the church could not obey
tiie order since it was contrary to democratic prineiples and the rights
.of the congregation of the churofm" , accordlng to the tradition of the Ar-
menian Apostolic Church, (1)
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At & subsequent meeting, Reverend Yeghiehe's credentials and the
legal method of the glection were praaemed to the Frelate of Caﬁd!ornia.
However, the Prelate refused to r%ﬁfy the electien on the bagls on in=
formation recelved from euestionabls gourees [ Oommunietj (1) and on the
grounds that Reverend Yeghishe had not com to Amrica from France vith
the approvel of Reverend Artavast gurmeian, Archbishop of Franee." (2)

[ This ic the same Aehbiehop Surnelan, delsgate of the Catholicos of &~
chmiadzin, vho Wae ordered by the [ Franch] government to lgave Froncs
within 48 hours becauce of his pro-USSR sctivities, However, he died owd-
denly, prior to his departure, according to lraper, 9 Qctobor 1951J

As a reesult of this severance of relations, Reverend Yeghishe has be=-
en ddfrocked by the Prelacy

This, says Hairenik, is on "illegal acticn such ao is geldom seen Vi=
thin the ranks of owr church, M unfair ot against a werthy priest, le=
gally elected by the congregation, shows contempt of the will of the peo=
ple and of democratic procedures.! (1)

Nor Or writes that "The Sourp Yerrortoutun Chureh has never recogni=-
zed the Prelacy and has never conformed to any of the decisions of the
conference of representatives of the Armenlen Apostoldc Chureh if they a-=
re not in line with Dachnak ideas ard policles, directed againet the Ar=
mhnian SSR and Echmiadzin." (2)

Balkar, in commenting on the matter, writes: The Sourp Yerrortoubun
Church had been detached from the California Prelacy for many years. It

-

pecame Efitiated with the Prelacy only a fev years ago , throu g bhe effo-
g moasme tes ae v - .

rts of Archbishop Kapekin Hachadourian, formerly of Calii'ofnia. and pre-
gently Patriarch of Istanbul, It is nob surprieing that it has declded

bo break away again.' (3)
The trustees of the Sourp Yerrortoutun Church bolieve thab the cen-

puries-old graditions of the Armenian Apostolic Church and the ri.ghts of
' itw people are being trampled upon by the Moscow-directed Prelacy, "In '
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the past," they say, we have tolerated their wjust tacties in order
not to harm the unity and solidarity of the camulty. However, we now
feel that it is tims to break off relations completely wth the Prelacy of
California and the central executive committee, as well as with the Fatre
iarchy, because to follow its erdors meane disloyalty to the US." (4)
&ga_b_a_:ﬁ; /" Dachnak newspaper of Freeno_/ pelnts cut that the electdon
of Reverend Yoghishe Mechitarian was conducted legally and vao blessed by
the presiding priest of the day, Reverend Der Pusag, vho lated reversed
his positien, "They called owr priest insubardinate and an agltator be=-
cause he refused to sign the loyelty papers presented to him [ by the pro=-
'.Laoyj , How many loyalty caths must owr priests sign? Have other Arme-
nian priests - Kasakjien, O0dian, Kellayan = signed these loyalty papera?
Do you think wo are in the USSR?" "The acting prelate b California wan=
ted Sourp Yerrortoutun Church to hold requiem services for bishops Asla=
nian and Mazlomien, Since vhen has owr chureh started holding requiem
gervices for Cheka worikers? Since when have owr churches been used to
dietribute Soviet newspapers and 1iterature to the Armenian commund ty?"
"Soupp Yerrortoutun Shurch would recognize Echmisdzin ond its authority
todsy it its activities remain within the sphere of religion, if it does
not get involved in {nternational politics and eccnomic questions. (5)e
Hairenik, referring to another instance of Soviet domination of the
Armenian mother church, accuses Bishop Nersoian and the Eplscopal meeting
of introducing changes in the traditional rites and rituals of the Arme=-
nim Apostolic Chwreh in arder that it may confom to that of the Ortho~
dox church, Changes are obgerved in method of conducting high mass, oSpe=
cial saint day services, funeral and other ccelesiastical services, dates
of hodddays, ete. It is pointed out that such action, without the authord=-
ty of the national Beclesiastical meeling, is illegal end sacrlleglous, "It
is these disreputed representatives of the Armenian Apostolic Church, who

_have the audacity to defrock a worthy, loyal priest, Yeghishe Mechitarian,

who for 9 years has been acting archbishop of southern France, arl has gl-
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. ven congeiencieous and self-saerificing service to ow Natiocnal Chureh'l
(6)

1, Bouton, Hairenik, 23 Oet 51

2, Freeno, Nor Or, 19 Qct 51

3, Booten, Baikar, 16 Oct 51

4, Bosten, Helrenik, 26 Oct 51

5, Fresno, Asbares, 23 Oct 51

é. Boston, Hairenik, 1 Nov 5l,

END
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